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Strasbourg Details
by S. Topel

Performance Notes

1. Non-pitched sonic elements serve as a representation of ‘negative’ space throughout, and should be
performed as a conscious, structural components of the music. These elements are notated as follows:

Any method of producing pitchless noise (unless otherwise indicated) is acceptable, including vocalizations
(shhhh, ssss, phhh, ffhhh). Often there is also an indication of intensity shown by layers of overlapping dashed
lines:

e T P P T T T T T 0y T " =

2. The relative height of the noise in terms of frequency (low medium and high) is indicated in each part by
stems and ledger lines in staff-less systems. Occasionally tone will transition into noise, and visa versa, and the
notation will indicate either a starting or end pitch connected by a dashed line.

3. All Movements should be preceded by stillness following the final audible resonances from the piano.

4. Each of the details focuses on a different fragment of the rosace, (shown on the previous page). The
proportional structure of each movement is closely tied to the changes in color and negative space along
specific linear trajectories.

5.When possible, an accompanying video sequence should be projected onto a scrim in front of the performers,

or on a nearby projection surface either above or on either side of the ensemble. The video and performance
should match as closely as possible without the use of a click-track.

Program Note

The Strasbourg Rosace is stunning work of geometrical grace, consisting of carefully proportioned transitions
darkness and light. Stone provides a negative space between the glass, which produces an intense, pure, color
under optimal daylight conditions. Strasbourg Details is a composition exploring the proportions and transitions
of fine-grain structure within the window by focusing on different sections, which in turn replicate themselves
across the entire form. Musically, this translates into a replication of harmonic design, defined by the relationship
between darkness-represented as pitchless noise features at one end, and white full-spectrum light at the other,
represented by Alexander Scriabin’s iconic mystic chord. Colors, in turn, organize within this spectrum as
transpositions of the harmonics series. The overall effect of this process is to translate visual structure in the
rosace to music.

A second layer of influence in the harmonic and motivic material of the work stems from the reference in the first
movement to an important climax in Scriabin's "White" Sonata no. 7, where the music seems to reach an
overwhelming point of ecstasy, further dramatized here by shrill, high, trills played by the flute, clarinet, violin,
and cello. The intensity of this climax never completely dissipates, and instead propels the music forward, re-
appearing at fleeting moments throughout the remaining details. In a similar vein, sentiments of searching,
longing, and even sadness allude to the music of Messiaen, without directly pointing to a particular composition.
It is largely appropriate to evoke these two composers in a work about the Strasbourg Rosace, which is both a
landmark object of art and symbol of divine omniscience.
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